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years earlier and by him called Place Royale. An altar
was set up, covered by moss, feathers, and porcelain.
The Jesuit priest, Vimont, said mass, and tradition
records that the missionary then pronounced these
prophetic words: "What you see here is only a mustard
seed, but I do not at all doubt that this small seed will
produce a great tree and that some day it will grow
and multiply and extend in all directions." The conse-
crated host remained exposed all day long while the
workers began the construction of the fort which was
merely a barricade of stakes to shelter the hospital, the
chapel, and the community house. When night fell fire-
flies imprisoned under a glass served as a "lamp in the
sanctuary." Ville Marie was founded.

"I am certain," Le Royer had said to Jeanne Mance
when the latter had embarked with Maisonneuve,
"that this work proceeds from God and that He will
make it succeed. How will He do so? That I cannot
say." Twelve years later Ville Marie was still waiting
for the Sisters of Mercy of La Fleche and Jeanne
Mance was still alone in her work with the sick. On
the other hand the founder, on a journey to Troyes to
see one of his sisters, heard there of a young orphan
named Marguerite Bourgeoys. Maisonneuve had no
difficulty in persuading the latter to follow him to Ville
Marie, there to be the devoted companion of Jeanne
Mance and to open in a stone stable the first class for
girls, a class from which sprang the teaching com-
munity of Notre Dame.

It was not important, then, to the energetic La
Dauversiere that he, like M. Olier at Paris, and Maison-
neuve in New France, was perpetually combatting a
surly hostility and a resistance which was no more